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Amendme nt* ta the Claims; 

1. (cunently amended) a mmnuter system Apparatus for generating a frank, 
comprising: 

a franking request receipt module, operative to receive a request for at least one 
frank; wherein the request associates at least one franking criterion[[,]l indicative of the 
Big^ejm^ojtence as s pecified by a user, with regadto a given. communication: 

a franking generation mnrh.l- 'mtiYflY co jrjecjgd, to thefrankina request rece.pt 
module, o perative to generate a frank In response to the request for at least one frank and 
operatlvely connected to the franking request receipt module; and 

a frank transmission mrHith, "r~~ tK "' t V «™»*** to fr * nk ' nq MITO* 80 " 
module, operative to transmit a generated frank, the frank transmission module operatively 
connected to the franking generation module; 

...K aro .. p n n ^amission nf th R oenerated frank the frank js substantially 
^ntemooraneo "^ »tt fl rh*n to a communication or saved |p a database for latte j 
attachment to a communication. 

2. (currently amended) The appa^ computer system .of claim 1, wherein the 
franking request receipt module, franking generation module, and frank transmission module 
are co-located at a franking server. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus noffiputar system of claim 1 . wherein the 
franking request receipt module further comprising an communication receipt module 
operative to receive a communication; and 

the apparatus further comprising a franking attachment module operative to attach a 
generated frank to a received communication, the franking attachment module operatively 
connected to the communication receipt module and franking generation module. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system. of claim 3, wherein: 
the communication receipt module is further operative to determine whether the 

communication Is franked or unfranked; and 

the apparatus ™mn.itar system further comprising a verification module operative to 
verify the authenticity of a frank affixed to a franked communication, the verification module 
operatively connected to the communication receipt module and further operative to receive 
the communication from the communication receipt module. 
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5. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of claim 4, further 
comprising: 

a sender module, ^^ttvelv conne d the frankinn request receipt module, the 

sender module comprising: 

a franking generation request module, the franking generation request module 

operative to generate the request for at least one frank; and 

a franking request transmission module operative to transmit the request for at least 
one frank and operatively connected to the franking generation request module. 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system^ claim 5. further 
comprising: 

a frank receipt modi lie *T"~ tKml Y r nMdBd to tn « frankinq transmission module, 
operative to receive the generated frank from the frank transmission module; 

a database for storing the generated frank, the database operatively connected to the 

frank receipt module; and 

a frank attachment module operative to attach the generated frank to the 
communication, the frank attachment module operatively connected to the database. 

7. (currently amended) An-apparatus A computer system for generating and 
sending a franked communication, comprising: 

a frank request module operative to request a frank; 

wherein the request associates at least one franking criterion Indicative of the relative 
importance , ^specified by a user, with regards tp.a gjven.communication; 

« fr*nk numeration mnHnte noerativelv connected to the frank request module . 
native to re n »i^ * rarest, generate the frank and output the fran k; 

a frank attachment mnrlr'--, opejfljyejy. saaDflSted to the iBD* generation module , 
operative to frank and a ttach the frank requested by the frank request module to 

a communication, thereby creating a franked communication; and 

a franked communication transmission module^oripratiyHy connected to the frank 
*tt^hment module, operative to transmit the franked communication to at least . o na, 
recipient . 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of claim 7, further 
comprising a frank receipt module operative , np e mflvaly connected to the frank generation 
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module , to receive the frank requested by the frank request module gnrl n r mented by the 
frank generation module ; and -» 

a frank storage mnrti Hr t^'- V n ? nn~^ IS fiBD* BSSiBt module, operafcve 
to store the frank requested by the frank request module. 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 (currently amended) The apparatus computer system, of claim PD L further 
comprising a sender system on which the frank request module, frank attachment module, 
franked transmission module, and franked receipt module reside. 

12. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of claim 11 , further 
comprising a network node on which the frank attachment module, franked transmission 
module, and frank generation module reside. 

13. (currently amended) An apparatus A computer system for receiving and 
processing a franked communication, comprising: 

a communication receipt module operative to receive a communication; 

wherein the communication is associated with at least one franking criterion specified 

by a [[user]] sender : 

a determination module operative to determine whether the communication is 
franked, the determination module operatively connected to the communication receipt 
module; and 

a franked communication processing module operative to process the 
communication according to a first rule in the event the communication is franked, the 
franked communication processing module operatively connected to the determination 
module. 

14. (currently amended) The apparatus computer systemof claim 13. further 
comprising a non-franked communication processing modul e operatively connected to the 

mj gMgnrecjjptmgd^ operative to process the communication according to a 

second rule in the event the communication is not franked, the non-franked communicator 
processing module operatively connected to the determination module. 

15. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of dato 14. further 
comprising a display module, operatively connected to at least one of the franked 
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communication process module and the non-f ranked communication process module, 
operative to display the communication in a first state dictated by the first rule. 

16: (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of claim 15. wherein the 
display module Is further operative to display the communication in a second state dictated 
by the second rule. 

17. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system,of claim 14, wherein the 
communication receipt module, determination module, franked communication processing 
module, and non-franked communication processing module are Incorporated into an 
electronic mail application. 

18. (currently amended) The apparatus computer system of claim 14, wherein the 
communication receipt module, determination module, franked communication processing 
module, and non-franked communication processing module are co-located at a network 
node associated with an Internet service provider. 

19. (currently amended) The apparatus computer systgmpf claim 14, wherein the 
communication receipt module, determination module, franked communication processing 
module, and non-franked communication processing module are co-located at a recipient 
system. 

20. (currently amended) The opparotuc computer s Y stgm_of claim 14, wherein the 
communication receipt module, determination module, franked communication processing 
module, and non-franked communication processing module are co-located at a mail server. 
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